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LETTER BAG. 


TTTliXTrevidei^ that they should be eaten. 

nauseating outer husk, the > r laS ; es come into my mind on the subject 

So many interesting '*;*““* how an yone escapes getting up quite an 
of fruits and seeds, that I wo J study . The quaint forms and 

enthusiasm for this particuia stran&e adventures and fortunes of 

shapes, the devices and colour , ^ j and _ makes for me a sort of 

the rich harvest that every yea ore t0 m y imagination than it is 

delightful fairy tale, which appea notes> but w hich, I am sure, will 

possible for me to express in ^ on l y think about them. I am 

:„:Z number of fruits you have all managed to see far 
vourselves during the past few weeks. 


THE “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

L The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondent . »]. 

Dear Editor, -I think a little incident that came under my notice last 
week may be a hint to many parents. A little motherless school-fellow, 
aged 8, of my boy’s, asked the latter what sort of books his mother gave 
him. “ Oh, jolly ones,” and then came the enumeration and descriptions. 
“Aren’t there any horrors in them ?” " Oh, no.” “ I wish my auntie would 
give me books like those, she gives me books with such dreadful things in 
them. When I was four she gave me a book about a man and his dogs on 
a desert island, and they got nothing to eat, and at last he had to kill the 
dogs, and he skinned them, and oh ! I can’t bear that bit about the 
skinning. And there are some others all about hunting and killing and 
skinning, and I see all the animals at night, and I can’t bear them.” I 
know the aunt, a most woithy maiden lady, with strict ideas of boys being 
made manly. With the best intentions she has either not read the books 
before giving them to the child, or she has that curious idea peculiar to 
many adults that children like horrors, and that details absolutely repulsive 
to a grown-up are suitable for the food of a little lad’s imagination. The 
above conversation took place in the dormitory, when the light was to be 
put out, with the hand of one little schoolboy pleadingly stretched out to 
the others. It is not only nurses who frighten children, and the thought- 
lessness of this aunt has possibly unneived the child for years. 

Yours, A Mother of Boys. 


Dear Editor,— I think the P.R. “Letter Bag” might be increased 
with advantage whenever you have space to spare. Members appreciate 
the opportunity of writing to consult, and all take a pleasure in reading 
etters from other members. 1 think, too, it would be an attractive feature 
, ^ a . s y m P°sium occasionally to discuss some such problems as 

rhiia ° m P arat ' e Advantages of boarding and day schools for town-bred 

children, and the like. H p. 


Faith ” R fW DI . I0R, N * tkat * have no further use for : — “ The Historic 
es cott), 6/-; “ Ihe Times of Isaiah” (Professor Sayre), 3 /' > 


p.n.e.u. notes. 
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Birds” (Fowler), 3/6; which are Z (Lub ^ 0t : k )- 4 / 6 ! “A Year with the 

,0,. (po St . ge of co„«e not IncJafa,. 

For the books apply to the Secretary, House of Educatim, AtobteT 


Of an informal lecture. Huxley’s ELmenm^ Pht , 1 " the form 

much detail, except for the us/of real students, andYSd it* to 'Tfi t0 ° 
extract the main lines of teaching from even so clear a treatise as his 1 ’ I 
have been teaching a few simple facts about the various organs by the helj 
o a capital little book now out of print, “The Child’s Instructor ” but it 
carries one so very short a distance as to merely awaken the appetite for 
more but so far, these “ Body Lessons,” as the children call them, have 
been the most delightful to them of any they have had. They listen with 
the keenest interest and remember v.hat thev are told because of it I 
should be very grateful to anyone who will kindly recommend me the sort 
of book 1 am looking for. << Mother.” 

P S.~I may add that the practical result of the lessons on the skin and 
its functions was to bring about a great zeal for scrubbing and tubbing, 
and the nails have on the whole been quite reformed characters in 
consequence ! 


P.N.E.U. NOTES. 

Edited by Henry Perrin, Hon. Org. Sec., 8 , Carlton Hill , N.W. 

to whom Hon. Local Secs, are requested to send reports of all 
matters of interest connected with their branches , also 30 copies 
op a?iy prospectuses or other papers they may print. 

Chairman of Committee: Dr. A. T. Schofield. Vice-Chairman : 

Algernon C. P. Coote, Esq., M.A. Hon. Org ; Sec. : Henry Perrin, Esq. 
Secretary : Pamphlets giving* full particulars of the work 

of the Union, and the Parents' Review ( 6 d . monthly), the organ of the 
Society, may be obtained from the Secretary, 28, Victoria Street, S.W., to 
whom all subscriptions and communications should be sent. 

The Literature Committee acknowledge with thanks the gift by Mrs. 
Carus-Wilson, of Montreal, of her book “Clews of Holy Writ,” to the 
Library of the P.N.E.U. 

Natural Histo?y Club. — The Third Annual Exhibition in connection 
with this Club will be held on November 15th and 16th, at 50, Poichester 
Terrace, W. See advertisement for full particulars. 
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Belgravia Branch.— Hon, Ireas . .* Mrs. Hallam Murray. Lectures 
are being arranged, and programmes for the months of November and 
December will be sent out shortly. Pending the appointment of a Secretary 
Mrs. Cockburn, 39, Elvaston Place, will be happy to answer any questions 
concerning the work of the branch. 

Hyde Park and Bayswater Branch.— Hon, Sec . : Mrs. E. L 
Franklin, 9, Pembridge Gardens, W. The following lectures, &e., have 
been arranged for the session : — November 2nd, Mr. Rooper. H.M.I., will 
lecture at 4.30, at 23, Oxford Square, Hyde Park, on “ Gaiety in 
Education ; ” Rev. G. Rosedale in the chair. December 10th, 4.30, 

Mrs. Spencer Curwen on “The application of Educational Principles 
to Pianoforte Teaching” (with illustrations). Brush drawing, basket work, 
and cardboard Sloyd classes, by a student of the House of Education 
French and German classes on the Gouin method by French and German 
ladies. A reading circle for members and friends will be held at 9, 
Pembridge Gardens, when “ Home Education,” and other educational 
books, will be read and discussed. 

During the Christmas holidays, classes in various handicrafts and brush- 
drawing will be held, both for children and adults. Also six excursions to 
places of interest in London have been planned for children from nine 
upwards, under guidance of a lady lecturer. 

Mrs. Franklin is at home on Thursday mornings and will be glad to 
answer all questions and give further particulars. Application for tickets 
for classes should be made early. 

The Hockey Club is established for girls from twelve years of age and 
for adults, and meets on Mondays and Wednesdays, 2.30-3.30. Full 
particulars from Mrs. Franklin, 9, Pembridge Gardens. 

Hampstead and St. John’s Wood Branch.—#™. Sec.: Mrs. C. 
Herbert-Smith, The Retreat, North End. It is requested that all com- 
munications during the month of November respecting this branch be 

addressed to Mrs. Perrin. 8, Carlton Hill, N.W. 

On Oct. 1 6th, the Rev E. A. Abbott. D.D., was announced to address 
a Public Meeting, on “The Use and Abuse of Parental Reserve ; and 
on Nov I3th! Mr. Howard Swan will lecture on “ The (Gouin) Senes 
Method and the Training of the Imagination in leachl ^ 
and other Subjects to Children.” A class will be formed after this lect 
for the study of a modern language on the Gouin method, 1 en g 


‘WOODFORD 6 AND WANSTEAD BRANCH. Hon. Sec. : Mrs. Pedley 
frove Cottage, Wanstead. The Winter Session ognj^h amee »ff 

n October 30th, when a lecture on I he H y£ ie B y We ll,” 

e given by j Jackson, Esq. The meeting will take place at By 

>y the kind permission of Mrs. Spedding Curwen. North side, 

Ci.apham Branch.-//**. Sec: Monday 

;iapham Common. The first reading circle will ^“ton _ 

n November ; further particularsw.il be sent to members. 

00m Meeting will also be held during the month. G . 

HIGHGATE AND CROUCH END BRANCH. I . lort . SeC .. 
Handcock, 2, Christchurch Road. 
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Dulwich Branch— .Sot*. Sec . ; Mrs. Whiteley, The Chestnuts, 
DuJwich Common. A meeting was announced for October 24th, when 
Miss Wells was to give an address on “ The Early Training of Children ’’ 
North Finchley Branch M rs. Ramsay Wilson, 
Longcroft, Woods, de Park On October 3rd, the opening address of the 
Session was delivered by J. D. Maclure, Esq., M.A., LL.M. Headmaster 
of Mill Hill School at Meadowside, North Finchle’y (by k^d “io n 
of Mrs Clayton). There were 66 present, and several new members were 
enrolled after the Meeting, bringing the total membership of this branch 
*° 53 - Ihe address was greatly appreciated and was felt to be most 
helpful, dealing as it did with general principles of training and the 
attitude of parents towards their children. On November 7th, “The 
Application of Educational Principles to Pianoforte Teaching” (with 
Illustrations), by Mrs. J. Spencer Curwen, at Older’s Hill, Church End, 
Finchley, at 8 p.m. (by kind permission of Mrs. Clegg). On December 5th* 
“ How to Develop our Little Children by Training their Powers,” by Miss 
Agnes Ward, late Principal of the Maria Grey College, at Netherelms, 
North Finchley, N., at 8 p.m. (by kind permission of Mrs. Chas. Wimbush). 

Reading Branch.— Hun. Sec. : Mr. William Salmon, 56, London 
Street. 

Southdown Branch :— 

Brighton Centre. — Hon. Sec. : Mrs. William Borrer, Pakyns Manor, 
Hurstpierpoint. 

Eastbourne Centre. — Hon. Sec. : Mrs. G. F. Butt, Ingleside, Selwyn 
Road. — At the November meeting, a lecture will be given by C. Roberts, 
Esq., F.R.C.S., on “The Correlation of Mental and Physical Edu- 
cation.” A reading circle will be started early in November, and will 
meet monthly in various drawingrooms. “Home Education” and 
other educational books will be read, and it is hoped that members 
will avail themselves of this opportunity of informal discussion and 
interchange of thought. 

Hastings and St. Leonard's Centre. — Hon. Sec.: Mrs. Edward 
Venables, S. Bernard’s Lodge, London Road, S. Leonard’s. On 
October 24th, Miss C. M. Mason was announced to give an address 
at 33, Warrior Square, by kind permission of Mrs. frank Shaw; 
chairman, W. Knighton, Esq., LL.Q. 

The following arrangements have been made for the Session : 
October 27th, at 3 p.m., at Hill House, Dane Road, by kind per- 
mission of Mrs. Rhodes, a lecture by the Rev. T. T. Churton, M.A., 
vicar of Icklesham ; chairman, W. M. Rhodes, Esq. 1896. Pebruary 
22nd, at the Hastings and S. Leonard’s Ladies College, “A 
Neglected Subject,” by the Rev. F. R. Burrows. M.A. ; chairman, 
P. Pritchard, Esq. March, at Miss Tiddeman’s studio, “ Backward 
Children,” by Dr. Downes, of Eastbourne ; chairman, Lewis Ward, 
Fsq April, at 33, Marina, by kind permission of Mrs. Routh, 
“More hints on Nursing, &c.,” by Miss Amy F Twisleton May, 
at Ancaster House, by kind permission of Mrs. Burrows, College 
Life for Girls,” Miss Beth Finlay; the chair will be taken by Mrs. 

Tubbs. 
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u „ cw- • Mrs. Arthur Smithells, 4, St. Chad’s 

LEEDS BRANCH.-^"- ' 

Gardens. Far Sec . Mrs. James Dixon, 8, Preston Road. 

s*.: M- creener, ,. Care Street. 


Riverside. vi rs G. Rowntree, 14, Valley 

SCARBOROUGH j Meeting of the above branch was held on 

B,id f e Sea, borough. ^AnjmalMe^ ^ Righ( Rev . the Lord Bishop 

September 20th, 1 • Mason gave a most earnest and 

of Hull in the chair. ( Fut ur!T Work of the Union.” taking up the 

Mes 'rEducation. touching upon Natural Science, Literature 
man) sides Psychology and Religious leaching, as a rich 

heritage 1 within the gra’sp of all parents to be handed on to the children. 
He audience was in full sympathy with her. Over 60 were present. On 
November ist, at the Giotto Rooms, Westbro’ discussion on Religious 
Training of Boys ” ; November 20th, at 1, Rowdon Villa, on “Tome 

Sol-Fa.” 

Sheffield Branch.-^*. : Mrs. Newton Coombe, Brocco 

Bank, and Miss Walmsley, the High School. 

Folkestone Branch. — Hon. Sec: Mrs. Henry Baynes, 9, Christ- 
church Road. Treasurer : Mrs. Copland-Griffith. November 21st, 

lecture by Miss Mills (Head Teacher for the North of England), on 
“ Brushwork,” with demonstration. 


Bedford.— A meeeting to inaugurate a branch of the P.N.E.U. in this 
town will be held, by kind permission of Miss Belcher, in the Hall of the 
Girls’ High School, on Wednesday afternoon, November 6th. Her Grace 
the Duchess of Bedford, Dr. Schofield (Chairman of the Central Com- 
mittee), andT. G. Rooper, Esq., have kindly consented to speak 

on this occasion, and set forth the advantages, objects, &c., of the Union. 
The Chair will be taken by Guy Pym, Esq., M P , at 4 * 3 ° ^ or tickets and 
further particulars apply to Miss C. F. Barnett, 31, Spenser Road. 

Broughty Ferry Branch .— Hon Sec.: Mrs. Don, The Lodge, 
Broughty Ferry, N.B. Professor D’Arcy Thompson has kindly promised 
to give a lecture early in November to the members of the P.N.E.U., on 
“The Teaching of Geography.” Other lectures have not yet been 
arranged. 


Dunfermline Branch — Hon. Sec. : Henry Beveridge, Esq., Pitreavie, 
Dunfermline, N.B. 

Edinburgh Branch. — Hon. Sec.: Mrs. Berry Hart, 29, Charlotte 
Square. Professor Geddes has promised a lecture on “ The Educational 
Revolution ” for December, and Mr. Rooper has offered one for January. 
Others are being arranged on the “ Religious Training of Children,” &c. 

Aberdeen Branch.— Hon. Sec.: Mrs. Cary, 434, Union Street. 

(Parcels of Back Numbers for distribution can be obtained from the 
Secretary, at the ra‘te of 10 copies for 1 /-, or 7/6 per 100, carriage paid). 
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A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
OF HOME -TRAINING AND CULTURE. 

“ Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 

HYGIENIC ART NEEDLEWORK. 

By Mrs. Boole. 

At a meeting of the Bayswater Branch of the P.N.E.U., 
held last February, Miss Helen Webb expressed a hope 
that some members might be induced to encourage their 
children to amuse themselves with Freehand — or Hygienic — 
Art Needlework. The Editor of the Journal has taken the 
matter up cordially, and has requested me to explain to 
the readers what the thing is which Miss Webb suggests 
they might do. 

I cannot say how children should be taught Freehand 
embroidery, because I have as yet had so very few child- 
pupils. Indeed, how it can best be taught to children is the 
very thing Miss Webb thinks the P.N.E.U., as a body, 
might find out by experiment. But no mother can even 
begin to teach her child what she does not know, at least, 
a little about herself. I propose, in this paper and a 
succeeding one, to explain what Freehand Needlework is, 
why we call it “ hygienic,” and how adults may begin to 
learn to do it. 

How to begin learning . — The law ol sequence, which 
secures the essentially artistic quality of work, will be 
given in a future number. I he reader will be in a better 
position for following the explanation, if she has already 
acquired a little practical skill in certain forms ot manipula- 
tion specially suited for freehand work. 
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